
 4 - Passover   ֶּפַסח 

41 
       

Hebrew with Joy in the Biblical Feasts 
 

Passover Haggadah 
 

Happy Passover! khag PE-sakh sa-ME-akh!    ַחַג ּפֶסַח שָׂמֵח!    

 
 

Leader: Why do we celebrate this holiday? Exodus 12:24-27 tells us to “Obey these 
instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you enter the land 
that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. And when your children 
ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice 
to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes 
when he struck down the Egyptians.’” 
 
How do we tell the Passover story? We use a “Hagadah” הַגָָּדה meaning “to tell”; in this case, to 
tell the story of Passover, to tell of God’s redemptive grace. The Hagadah was originally very 
brief, but succeeding generations have added their interpretations and traditions. Today, there 
are thousands of versions of the Hagadah (including this one!). 

 
What is a Passover Seder? “SE-der” סֵֶדר means “order,”; therefore the Hagadah presents 
the order of the Passover service. 
 
 

The Four Cups of Wine 
As we read through this Hagadah, we will drink from the cup of wine (or grape juice) four 
times. These four cups stand for four of the “I wills” recorded in Exodus 6:6-7: 

The Cup of Sanctification  "I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” 

The Cup of Judgment  “I will rid you out of their bondage.” 

The Cup of Redemption  “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.” 

The Cup of Praise  “I will take you to me for a people.” 
 
 
 

Kiddush   ׁקִדּוּש  -  Blessing of the 1st Cup  
The Cup of Sanctification 
"I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” (Exodus 6:6) 
This is GOD’s promise that He would bring the people out from the bondage of  
Egyptian slavery. 
 
Sing then drink together: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם  בֹּוֵרא ּפְִרי הַגָּפֶן. אָמֵן.
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  bo-RE  p-REE  ha-GA-fen.   a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.  Amen. 
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Khamets   חָמֵץ  “leaven”  
Exodus 12:15   For seven days you are to eat matsah  מַצַּה (bread made without yeast). On 
the first day remove the “leaven” חָמֵץ  from your houses, for whoever eats anything with 
leaven in it, from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 
 

Typically, in the Bible, leaven is a symbol for sin, so to honor this commandment, before the 
beginning of Passover, we take all leaven (things with yeast that are puffy) out of our home.  

 
 

HaMotsee  הַמֹּוצִיא -  Blessing Over the Matsah  מַצַּה 
Leader breaks the matsah into small pieces and distributes it to all. 
Sing together: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יהוה  אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם הַמֹּוצִיא לֶחֶם מִן הָאֶָרץ. אָמֵן. 
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM, ha-MO-tsee  LE-khem  meen  ha-A-rets.  a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth. 
 

(All eat a piece of matsah) 
 

 
 

Blessing of the Ezov  אֵזֹוב Hyssop 
The greens (parsley) represent the hyssop which was used to place the blood of the Passover 
lamb upon the doorposts. The salt water represents the tears shed in Egypt and the Red Sea, 
both of which are salty. 
Exodus 12:22 “Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the 
blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe.”  
The greens are dipped in salt water. 
 
Leader reads, then all eat the greens: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם  בֹּוֵרא ּפְִרי הַאֲָדמָה. אָמֵן.
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  bo-RE  p-REE  ha-a-da-MAH.   a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the earth.  
Amen. 
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The Maggid   הַמַגִּיד Retelling the Story of the Exodus    
 

Exodus 12 
3 Speak to all the assembly of Israel and say, ‘On the tenth day of this month, each man is to 
take a lamb or kid for his family, one per household. 6 ‘You are to keep it until the fourteenth 
day of the month, and then the entire assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter it at 
dusk. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the two sides and top of the door-
frame at the entrance of the house in which they eat it. 

 8 That night, they are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire; they are to eat it with matsah 
(unleavened bread) and maror (bitter herbs). 11 “‘Here is how you are to eat it: with your belt 
fastened, your shoes on your feet and your staff in your hand; and you are to eat it hurriedly. 
It is ADONAI’s Pesach [Passover].  

12 For that night, I will pass through the land of Egypt and kill all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both men and animals; and I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt; I am 
ADONAI. 13 The blood will serve you as a sign marking the houses where you are; when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you — when I strike the land of Egypt, the death blow will not 
 strike you. 

14 This will be a day for you to remember and celebrate as a festival to ADONAI; from 
generation to generation, you are to celebrate it by a perpetual regulation. 15 For seven days 
you are to eat matsah — on the first day remove the leaven from your houses. For whoever 
eats khamets [leaven or yeast] from the first to the seventh day is to be cut off from Israel. 
16 On the first and seventh days, you are to have an assembly set aside for God. On these days 
no work is to be done, except what each must do to prepare his food; you may do only that.”  

 

The Four Questions 
 

Why is this night different from all other nights?   Asked by the youngest child 
1. On all other nights, we eat either leavened bread or matsah. Why, on this night, do we 

eat only matsah? 
2. On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs. Why, on this night, do we eat only bitter 

herbs? 
3. On all other nights, we do not dip herbs. Why, on this night, do we dip them twice? 
4. On all other nights, we eat sitting or reclining upon pillows. Why on this night, do we eat 

only reclining upon pillows? 
 

The leader replies to the child: 
I am glad you asked these questions! This night is different from all other nights because on 
this night we celebrate the going forth of the Hebrew people from slavery to freedom. 
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1.  Why do we eat only matsah tonight?  
As it is written in Exodus 12:8,39 “The LORD commanded Moses to eat the meat  
roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast. And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of Egypt; for it was not leavened, 
because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared provisions 
for themselves.”  
 
2.  Why do we eat bitter herbs tonight?  
It is because the Egyptians made bitter the lives of our forefathers in Egypt, as it is written in 
Exodus 1:14: "And they embittered their lives with harsh labor, with mortar and bricks and all 
sorts of work in the field, with all the tasks ruthlessly imposed upon them." The bitter herbs 
speak of the sorrow, the persecution, and the suffering under the hand of Pharaoh; and as 
horseradish brings tears to the eyes, so, also, did the great affliction of the people bring tears 
to their eyes. 
 
3.  Why do we dip the herbs twice tonight? We dip the parsley in salt water to remind us of 
the tears of slavery. We dip the bitter herbs in sweet apples and honey to remind us that our 
forefathers withstood bitter slavery, sweetened by the hope of freedom. 
 
4.  Why do we recline at the table? Because reclining was a sign of a free man long ago, and 
since our forefathers were freed on this night, we recline at the table. 
 

 
The Ten Plagues 
Each person dips their finger in the wine/grape juice and puts a drop on their plate as the 
leader says each plague: 
These are the 10 plagues, which the LORD brought on the Egyptians in Egypt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Korban Pesakh  ןבָּרְ קָ ּפֶסַח  Passover Sacrifice  
What does the lamb shank bone represent? It represents the miracle of Adonai sparing the 
houses of our ancestors in Egypt. This is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD who passed over 
the houses of the children of Israel when he struck Egypt and spared the Hebrew homes. 
Exodus 12: 23: “When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will 
see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he 
will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.” 
 

Blood    Frogs    Gnats    Insects    Dead Livestock 

Boils    Hail    Locusts    Darkness 

Slaying of the First Born 
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Kiddush  ׁ2    קִדּוּשnd Cup  - The Cup of Judgment 
Exodus 6:6 “I will rid you out of their bondage.” 
 
Sing together: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם  בֹּוֵרא ּפְִרי הַגָּפֶן. אָמֵן.
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  bo-RE  p-REE  ha-GA-fen.   a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.  Amen. 
Drink the cup together. 
 

Maror מָרֹור  Bitter Herbs (traditionally horseradish) 
Exodus 1:13-14 “So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. And they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage— in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service 
in the field.” 
All dip a piece of matsah into the bitter herbs. Leader reads: 
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  v-tsee-VA-noo al a-kee-LOT ma-ROR. 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who commanded us to eat bitter herbs.  
All eat the matsah and maror. 
 

Kharoset חֲֽרֹוסֶת (mixture of chopped apples, spices, honey & wine/grape juice) is a symbol of 
the mortar, representing the clay bricks which were made by the children of Israel in Egypt. 
All take two pieces of matzah. Fill with kharoset (apples mixture) and the bitter herbs. All 
eat the matsah sandwich together. 

  
 

Passover Meal  בְּתֵאָבֹון  b-te-a-VON! Bon Appetit! 
 

 

 
The Kiddush   ׁ3  קִדּוּשrd Cup - The Cup of Redemption 
This cup represents the third “I Will” from Exodus 6:6: “I will redeem you.” This is God’s 
promise that He would redeem his people, meaning He would buy them back.  
Sing, and then drink the cup together: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם  בֹּוֵרא ּפְִרי הַגָּפֶן. אָמֵן.
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  bo-RE  p-REE  ha-GA-fen.   a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine. Amen. 
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Hallel – Praise – Psalm 136:1 
ֹו׃  ֖י לְעֹוָל֣ם חַסְדּֽ  הֹוד֣וּ לַיהוָ֣ה כִּי־֑טֹוב כִּ
Ho-DOO la-Adonai kee tov, kee l-o-LAM khas-DO  
All – Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for his lovingkindness is forever! 
 

 

The Kiddush  ׁ4    קִדּוּשth Cup  - The Cup of Praise 
 
(Exodus 6:7-8)  “I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  And I will bring 
you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to 
you as a possession. I am the LORD.” 
 
Sing, then drink together: 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם  בֹּוֵרא ּפְִרי הַגָּפֶן. אָמֵן.
ba-ROOKH  a-TA  a-do-NAI,  e-lo-HAY-noo  ME-lekh  ha-o-LAM,  bo-RE  p-REE  ha-GA-fen.   a-MEN 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine. Amen.    

 
 

Final Prayer: Leader: Now, our Passover is almost complete! Say boldly together: 
 

ָ שָׁלְ ּ ירה הַבַּאָה בִּנ לַיִםשָׁו   
 l-sha-NA  ha-ba-A  bee-roo-sha-LAI-yeem! 

Next Year in Jerusalem! 
 

Ex 

 

  


